PeachStar Video Activity

PROJECT MATHEMATICS: TUNNEL OF SAMOS

(Consumable Copy)

Answer the following questions while watching portions of the streaming video, PROJECT MATHEMATICS: TUNNEL OF SAMOS.
The Quest for Water

1. What is the purpose of an aqueduct?

2. What are the two reasons that King Hezekiah’s tunnel to bring water to Jerusalem is famous?

Bringing Water to Samos

3. Where is the island of Samos located?

4. Describe what each line on a contour map represents.

5. Aside from the tunnel through the mountain, what were three possible solutions to getting the water from Agiades to the capital city? What was the problem with each solution?

Excavating the Tunnel

6. How was the tunnel dug under the mountain? What is the major challenge to digging a tunnel this way?

7. Look at the diagram at the end of the video clip (at 2:03). Using this diagram, can you figure out how they might have been able to keep the tunnel in a straight line?

