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High School InTech
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What the heck is InTech?

InTech is a one-week course on integrating technology into the classroom. In fall of 1997,Starr’s Mill received an invitation to apply, completed the lengthy application process for admittance into the program and won acceptance.

[image: image3.wmf]This past week, one teacher from each of the core disciplines and an administrator attended the InTech training at Kennesaw State University. Dr. Chamberlain, Kris Floyd (Math), Becky Hollis (History), Renee Lucas (Science), Brandy Meeks (Foreign Language), and I (English) enjoyed getting up VERY early each morning to get to Kennesaw by 8:00am. We worked on a number of projects during the week and felt what it was like to be on the “other side of the desk” until 4pm each afternoon. By the end of the week, we were totally worn out, much more comfortable with the computers, much better acquainted with each other as colleagues and very excited about all we can accomplish in the future.

I hope you enjoy reading the following newsletter describing all the applications we were exposed to this week. I also hope you will see how valuable the computers in our classrooms are in terms of making us more effective teachers and making our students more prepared for the world after high school.

Digital Camera and Scanner

Some of the items we learned how to use this week were the scanner and the digital camera. We took pictures of each other with the digital camera and placed the pictures in our power point presentations. We scanned pictures and placed them in our presentation also.

The digital camera was a fun piece of equipment. By experimenting, we learned how to crop, move, and create artistic enhancement to the pictures. (Some would call it graffiti!)  The scanner allowed us to scan images and save them to disks and hard drives. All of the images from the camera and the scanner were placed on our PowerPoint presentations.



We Got

Inspired!

Imagine. You want to find out what your students know about a subject, so you schedule a brainstorm session. Give the students a topic—” the atom,” let’s say, or “the sixties.”  You turn on the computer and start a program called Inspiration!
As students throw out topics, you type them into the computer, which puts them into a colorful box and connects the boxes with arrows to make a diagram or concept map. When you’re finished, you have much more than a mere list of words pertaining to a subject—you have an organized diagram showing relationships, and not only that, when you click on a single button, voila!! You have an outline!

You can print out the diagram or the outline on a page to give as a handout or print out the diagram poster-size and hang it on the wall. If you are creative the possibilities are endless… flow charts, concept maps, story webs, food webs, or family trees.


Internet & E-mail

The Internet can provide a world of knowledge beyond the classroom. This valuable resource gives students and teachers up-to-the-minute information on topics ranging from  the latest stock reports, historical figures, and even Dr. Chamberlain’s dissertation.

Internet information can be used to enhance presentations for teachers as well as provide an incredible resource for student reports and presentations.

During the workshop, we used the Internet for activities ranging from searching for information to downloading pictures to use in our PowerPoint presentation.

In addition to using the Internet, we also learned how to establish E-mail accounts and set up our individual computers to recognize our e-mail addresses. We created accounts for ourselves and set up e-mail through free E-mail programs on the Internet.

PowerPoint

by Dr. Chamberlain, Principal

Imagine preparing a multi media presentation for your class that involves sound, moving video, slides, and overheads. It sounds like weeks of work for one day’s lesson, right?  Well, not any more.

The power of computers has brought all of these tried and true teaching techniques together in one program. Power Point is the presentation medium of the future. Your desk  top computer becomes your control center to merge audio, video, clip art, charts and graphs, photographs, and text into one presentation. Information can be imported from a variety of sources including other computer programs, the Internet, scanned to disc information, and digital scanned photos.

Not only does the program make the teacher’s job easier (more efficient) but the interest level of the presentation is increased (more effective). This is due to the multi media effect of the presentation and the use of multiple full color images merged with your choice of sound tracks for each visual image.

Teachers will now be able to compete successfully for student attention in our multi media culture.

Excel-ing &

Access-ing

Excel is a spread sheet application located in “Office ‘97”. For those of us who are mathematically challenged, this is an answered prayer because it adds and subtracts columns of numbers. As long as you input your data correctly ( tee hee!), you should never make arithmetic errors again!

Another use for Excel is an organization chart. You can use it to keep track of a veritable multitude of housekeeping tasks like homeroom papers, parent contact, club or team attendance, or supplies in stock, etc.

As a learning tool, students can enter information into headings you designate. You can assess their learning of the information simply by accessing the class created chart, hiding a column or specific cells and have the students manually enter in the missing information!

Ever need a graph?  Well, input your data into Excels charts, and you can create a dreamy chart or graph pleasing to the most discriminating of teachers of mathematics or science!

The program is relatively simple to use (I learned it!) and it looks very neat and professional.

Access creates database, which allows you to create different fields and sort by those fields. It is great for class activities such as information sharing for students and teachers. It also can keep student records for easy access and sorting. Using this application, you can isolate a group of datum from all of your cards. The list of uses goes on and the options are endless.
Becky Hollis
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